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Aside from the crisis of our relations with Spain,
it was a critical period in international relations in
the Far East. Germany, in forwarding her ambi-
tions for colonial expansion, had just taken Kiau
Chau as a punitive measure for the killing of mis-
sionaries, thus bringing the province of Shantung
under the sphere of her influence. England, which
had occupied Wei-hai-wei, was looking askance at
Russia, who was fortifying herself at Port Arthur.
The dismemberment of China seemed imminent to
many observers. Hong Kong harbor was crowded
with men-of-war; there was a feeling of restlessness
and uncertainty in the air.

A feature of the imperial German policy at this
time was the Kaiser's sending of his brother Prince
Henry of Prussia to the Far East, flying his flag as
a rear-admiral and second in command of the Ger-
man squadron. The prince arrived at Hong Kong
on March 8. He was then under forty years of age,
vigorous, a charming companion, and a thorough
sailor who had really worked up through all the
grades from midshipman to rear-admiraL Although
brought up in the strict forms of court etiquette, he
was delighted to cut adrift from conventionalism
whenever circumstances would permit.

Soon after the arrival of the German squadron a
curious international question arose. Some of the
German seamen came on board the Olympia to pay
a friendly visit to members of our crew. Among